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The Establishment of the Greek – Turkish Chamber of Commerce Views and positions on Greek – Turkish Business Cooperation
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The improvement of Greek – Turkish relations resultedin an increase of the commercial and economictransactions between the two countries, in fact itnecessitated the founding to the Greek – Turkish Chamber of Commerce (ETEE), which – by the authority assigned in it – undertook the promotion of bilateral relations on a business basis. The economic changes and developments that take place in Southeast Europe, the joining of our country in the Euro zone, The Helsinki decision by which Turkey was characterized as a country in the process of joining the Eastwards European Union enlargement, but also the new, important role that our country plays in a broader peripheral level, constitutes the basic elements of the general ETEE activity.

The fundamental conditions and presuppositions that govern the establishment and operation of ETEE include the stressing of how a prosperous and united Europe will

develop through common values like democracy, which is based on human rights and fundamental liberties, but also prosperity, which is ensured through economic

liberty, social justice and security.

As regards the dynamics that can be developed in favor of both the two countries and the larger area through mutual economic cooperation between Greece andTurkey,enhanced by geographic proximity, it is estimated that it can be driven forward through reformation procedures and successful settlement by the governments

of the two countries, working in a climate of friendship and good neighboring.

By transferring the firm view and position of the totality of the business world of the country, which points to the attainment of further development and the ramification of bilateral and multilateral cooperation between Greece, Turkey and the BSEC and Central Asian countries, the Board of Directors of ETEE believes that promoting economic, technological and social cooperation, as well as the lifting of any barriers to free trade, contribute to the prosperity and social progress of both the two countries and the people of the larger area.

Since, economic cooperation, developed through mutual respect of national sovereignty rights of both countries in land, air and sea, without disputes, transgressions and

violations of International regulations, bilateral agreements and rules of International Law, enhances the social and economic level of the citizens, while the area constitutes a field of peace, stability and prosperity, through which friendly relations of good neighboring between the two countries can be built.

A fixed view of ETEE, is the fact that economic cooperation will be gradually developed while establishing the priorities during this cooperation, after taking into account the specific economic conditions and interests in the areas that call for attention.

Measures of promoting Greek – Turkish business cooperation include the improvement α the business environment and the enhancement of individual and group initiatives of

enterprises and commercial companies.

More specifically, the Greek – Turkish Chamber of Commerce, promotes and preambles, to all pertinent government authorities, proposals and views with regard to:
• Facilitating the stay and free movement of

entrepreneurs in their territory and urging

direct contact between enterprises and

companies.

• Providing support to small and medium

enterprises

• Contributing to the dilatation of mutual trade of goods and services and ensuring favorable conditions for such a development ETEE shows special care in ensuring the right conditions for investment, capital flow and industrial cooperation of different forms, trying to come to agreements on issues that currently prevent smooth development of investment in the two countries. In conjunction, ETEE enhances and encourages the exchange of information on international auctions organized either by the two states, by countries bordering with Greece and Turkey or by countries in which the two statesparticipate as full and equal members (i.e. BSEC), so that enterprises and companies of these countries can have the opportunity to participate in them, with regard to national regulations and practices. ETEE believes that with the suitable utilization
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The actions of ETEE
The constant touch with the relevant legislature and authorities in Turkey (DEIK,

KOSGEB, etc.), ETEE ensures the fastest, the most accurate and at the same time the

most effective possible promotion of the issues regarding bilateral or multilateral

cooperation between businessmen.

At the same time, ETEE in cooperation with the relevant authorities and Organizations,

the Chambers in Greece and in Turkey, as well as the respective authorities and

Organizations operating in the European Union and in the Unites states, etc, promotes

Greek – Turkish commercial relations and contributes to the attraction of businessmen

and investors, aiming to create joint business and investment ventures, initiated in

Greece, Turkey, BSEC countries, Central Asia, etc.

ETEE shows special care for the education and general training and updating of

businessmen, or company staff, in issues regarding bilateral relations.

For the above reasons, in cooperation with SETES (Counsil of Greek – Turkish Business

Cooperation), as well as the rest of the agencies, Organizations and Chambers in Greece

and in Turkey, ETEE organizes training seminars, conferences and visits of echelons in

the country’s regions, in order to familiarize local producers with Turkey and

subsequently promote exports and develop trade.
What ETEE has to offer
The Greek – Turkish Chamber of Commerce offers to its members all services regarding

the development of business activity through international cooperations, such as company

data by branch and sector of activity, demand for products purchase or sale, legal

investment regime information through various brochures and publications with

categorized data regarding commercial activity in Turkey.

All interested businessmen can – through ETEE’s electronic data archives – draw

information or data regarding bilateral commercial and economic relations, trade

balance figures, pieces of information and updates on various economic issues.

ETEES’s electronic gateway (URL), through which its members will have the ability to

find updates on issues of economic and business interest as well as access the full texts of

the agreements that have been signed on a bilateral level, will become operational in the

very near future.

At the same time, the members of ETEE will be given the opportunity to seek commercial

counterparts for the contracting of business ventures, or the purchase and sale of

products, goods and services, through its e-commerce network.
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